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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

IN HONOR OF GEORGE STRYDIO

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 7, 2004

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor George Strydio for his support and
remarkable work in helping others who are liv-
ing with cancer. Mr. Strydio was honored at
the Bayonne Community Mental Health Cen-
ter's cocktail reception on October 27, 2004, in
Bayonne, NJ.

At the age of 67, Mr. Strydio underwent a
life-changing experience during a battle with
non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma, a type of cancer.
After surviving chemotherapy, several cases of
pneumonia, and other health complications, in-
cluding learning how to walk again, he de-
cided to channel his energy into helping others
with the disease. He devoted two years to vis-
iting cancer patients before determining that
he should establish his own support organiza-
tion, which he named the Community Cancer
Support Group.

The group is a valuable resource consisting
of a team of people who reach out to offer
support, encouragement, and hope to cancer
patients. The Community Cancer Support
Group holds monthly meetings and brings in
guest speakers that address the educational,
psychological, spiritual, and medical needs of
its members.

Mr. Strydio grew up in Bayonne and was an
outstanding high school football and baseball
player. At one time a catching prospect for the
Brooklyn Dodgers, Mr. Strydio shifted his
focus in 1970 to teaching Okinawa-style mar-
tial arts called Isshin Ryu. After more than 30
years, he is still teaching at St. Peter’s College
in Jersey City.

Today, | ask my colleagues to join me in
honoring Mr. Strydio, a champion in many re-
spects, for his courageous battle with cancer
and his establishment of the Community Can-
cer Support Group.

——————

HONORING CONGRESSMAN AMO
HOUGHTON AND CONGRESSMAN
JACK QUINN

SPEECH OF

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 19, 2004

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to commend two colleagues who will not be
here when the next congressional session be-
gins—Congressman AMO HOUGHTON and Con-
gressman JACK QUINN. It has been a true
honor to work with them. They will be greatly
missed.

While we did not share the same political
party, that fact never prevented us from work-
ing together to improve Upstate New York.
These two men had very different back-

grounds: JACK QUINN was a union steelworker
and teacher before entering politics; AMO
HOUGHTON was head of Corning Glass Works.
Yet, they are good friends who have rep-
resented the working families in their districts
well and with grace.

In 2002, when a State redistricting plan pro-
posed to match these two men against each
other, | think their statements at the time re-
flect their character and friendship:

“In my heart, | don’t want to knock out Jack
Quinn,” HOUGHTON said. “He’s an extraor-

dinary guy.”
“I hope it is not against my good friend,
Amo Houghton,” QUINN said. “If it is, I'll just

invite him to dinner, maybe take our wives,
and talk about what is best for the people of
western New York.”

Through their committee posts, both mod-
erate Members fought for the interests of New
York State.

As the former chairman of a Fortune 500
company, AMO HOUGHTON understood how the
Federal Government could play a role in sus-
taining and creating local businesses. As a
senior member on the House Ways and
Means Committee, Representative HOUGHTON
partnered with me to help create and maintain
the wool duty relief program, which is credited
with stemming the loss of manufacturing jobs
in the suit industry. Duty relief on imported
wool suiting fabrics has proven critical to the
survival of Hickey-Freeman, a high-end suit
manufacturer that has long operated in Roch-
ester.

| was privileged to work closely with Rep-
resentative QUINN after the redistricting proc-
ess in 2002 when we came to share the city
of Buffalo. JACK went out of his way to intro-
duce me to the area and its people. He is truly
the “Big Man from Buffalo.” As one example
of his effort to improve the local economy, we
cohosted a widely attended forum with local
manufacturers to discuss what action the Fed-
eral Government must take to ensure that
western New York and the rest of the United
States will remain competitive in the manufac-
turing sector.

I will miss the partnership | enjoyed with
both men, and their decency and respect for
this institution. | have heard it said that legisla-
tion is the art of compromise, and both of
these men understood that principle. We need
more people with the ability to reach across
the aisle.

| know that this is not the last we will hear
from either of them. Both of them still have
much to contribute to public discourse and Up-
state New York.

| wish both of them the best of luck and
continued success in their future endeavors.

HONORING CONGRESSMAN AMO
HOUGHTON AND CONGRESSMAN
JACK QUINN

SPEECH OF

HON. VITO FOSSELLA

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 19, 2004

Mr. FOSSELLA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and pay tribute to my distinguished col-
league from the State of New York, Congress-
man AMO HOUGHTON. He is retiring after 18
years of esteemed public service as the Con-
gressional Representative of the citizens of
the 29th District of New York. Prior to his serv-
ice in the U.S. Congress, Representative
HOUGHTON was an established and well re-
spected businessman. A former CEO of a For-
tune 500 company, Mr. HOUGHTON was able
to bring those skills to Washington to the ben-
efit of the legislative process. His ability to
work with both sides of the aisle made him an
effective and powerful legislator. Known as a
moderate Republican and fiscal conservative,
Congressman HOUGHTON actively worked with
a coalition of moderate Republicans to pursue
meaningful budget reforms. Additionally, his-
tory will record Mr. HOUGHTON as one of the
early leaders driving reform of the Alternative
Minimum Tax. On behalf of the residents of
the State of New York, | would like to thank
Representative HOUGHTON for his exceptional
service in the U.S. Congress. It has been a
pleasure to serve with him, and his presence
among the New York delegation will be sorely
missed. Mr. Speaker, | would like to take this
opportunity to congratulate Mr. HOUGHTON on
a job well done, and wish him the very best
in the years ahead.

———

REMOVE WELDON REFUSAL
CLAUSE FROM OMNIBUS SPEND-
ING BILL

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 7, 2004

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, last month,
the Republican majority pushed through Con-
gress a $388 billion omnibus spending bill that
very few people had a chance to read.

The Weldon provision was slipped into this
enormous bill which severely alters the state
of reproductive healthcare in this country. It
gags America’s doctor's and it jeopardize’s
women’s health.

Without education and without knowledge
and information, women are being forced to
make life-changing decisions about their re-
productive health.

This is not only wrong, it's un-American.
The Weldon provision is nothing but another
attack on a woman'’s right to choose in an ef-
fort to dismantle Roe v. Wade. After all, why
is it necessary?
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Federal law already protects medical profes-
sionals who refuse to take abortion training.

Is this what American women can look for-
ward to under the new Republican “man-
date?”

The rolling back of their fundamental rights,
an elimination of their healthcare options, and
an undermining of their representation in Con-
gress.

I, for one, certainly hope not, but this action
does not look good and should put us all on
alert.

| urge my colleagues to remove the Weldon
provision from the FY05 Omnibus spending
bill.

———

IN HONOR OF THE URBAN LEAGUE
OF UNION COUNTY

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 7, 2004

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the Urban League of Union County
for its exceptional service to the community.
The Urban League celebrated its 60th anniver-
sary at the 34th Annual Equal Opportunity Day
Dinner on November 12, 2004, in Newark,
New Jersey.

The Urban League was originally estab-
lished to help African Americans secure eco-
nomic independence and work for civil rights.
Decades later, it has grown and expanded to
assist the entire community with health needs,
employment services, housing assistance, and
educational opportunities.

The Urban League offers the residents of
Union County a wide range of services to im-
prove their quality of life. The Economic De-
velopment and Employment Department offers
assistance with interview techniques, job refer-
rals, career counseling, and job placement. In
addition, it offers a Summer Youth Employ-
ment Program and a Work Opportunity Pro-
gram for welfare recipients, as well as evening
classes on computer literacy.

Working diligently to address important
health issues, the Urban League has created
the Adolescent Pregnancy Prevention and As-
sistance Program, which works to positively in-
fluence teenagers by educating and coun-
seling them about relationships, sexual devel-
opment, and other related issues.

The organization has also established a
Housing Community Development Depart-
ment, which provides counseling on a variety
of housing issues including mortgages, con-
sumer credit and budget management, weath-
erization, and rental assistance. Other serv-
ices include grant programs, emergency
homeless programs, and Federal Emergency
Management Assistance.

Today, | ask my colleagues to join me in
honoring the Urban League of Union County
for six decades of outstanding service to the
community. Its extensive services will continue
to help improve the lives of countless individ-
uals and families throughout Union County.
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TRIBUTE TO McCULLOUGH WIL-
LIAMS JR. OF YOUNGSTOWN, OH

HON. TIM RYAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 7, 2004

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, my re-
marks today are to pay tribute to the life of my
friend, McCullough Williams Jr. of Youngs-
town, Ohio.

Mr. Williams has long been active in service
to the community. He served as Third Ward
Councilman, Housing Coordinator for the City
of Youngstown, and President of the Youngs-
town City Board of Education. He was ap-
pointed by the Governor to the State of Ohio
Board of Funeral Directors and Embalmers
where he served as President. Mr. Williams
was also a member of the National Board for
Funeral Directors.

As well as being the founder of the Sterling-
McCullough Williams Funeral Homes of War-
ren and Youngstown, and the former owner of
numerous other businesses, Mr. Williams was
a member of the Centenary United Methodist
Church, where he served as trustee, the Rob-
erts Deliberating Club, Youngstown State Uni-
versity Penguin Club, Charter Member of the
Youngstown Mahoning County Convention
and Visitors Bureau, Rising Sun Masonic
Lodge No. 90 A&FM, Member of the National
Parliamentarian Association, and Life Member
of the NAACP.

Mr. Williams has been awarded the Buck-
eye Elks Community Service Award, the U.S.
Small Business Administration Ohio Minority
Advocate of the Year, the Ohio Expo Busi-
nessman of the Year, the Youngstown-Warren
Regional Chamber of Commerce Outstanding
Leadership Award, the Martin Luther King Jr.
Recognition Award, the YWCA Man of the
Year Award, NAACP Ebony Man of the Year
Award, the Curbstone Coaches Hall of Fame,
the Ebony Life Hall of Fame, the YSU Alumni
Relations Distinguished Citizen Award, and
the Ohio Governor Bob Taft Award for 50 Plus
Years of Marriage and Community Service.

Mr. Speaker, | had the honor of attending
Mr. Williams’ funeral service. It was obvious to
everyone who heard his family speak that
McCullough Williams was an extraordinary in-
dividual who’s caring and commitment to the
community guided his life of service. His fam-
ily is a great testament to his life. They will
keep his values and passion alive. In short,
our community and our country are better off
because Mr. Williams lived. My prayers are
with Mr. Williams and his family, and we honor
his life here today.

IN SUPPORT OF H.R. 4670
HON. RUSH D. HOLT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 7, 2004

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to intro-
duce letters of endorsement for the Center for
Scientific and Technical Assessment Act of
2005 (H.R. 4670). | have introduced the ena-
bling bipartisan legislation with Mr. HOUGHTON,
Mr. MORAN of Virginia, Mr. HONDA, Mr. GOR-
DON, Mr. MCDERMOTT, Mr. WAXMAN, Mr. OLI-
VER, Mr. GREENWOOD, Mr. CASTLE, Mr. VAN
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HOLLEN, Mr. FROST, Mr. BERMAN, Mr.
RUPPERSBERGER, and Mr. EHLERS.

The Center for Scientific and Technical As-
sessment would be a bicameral and bipartisan
resource providing Congress with highly re-
spected, impartial analysis and assessment of
scientific and technical issues and would en-
able Congress better to oversee the Federal
science and technology programs, which re-
ceives over $130 billion, annually. Finally, the
Center also would help the Congress to better
understand complex technical issues by pro-
viding timely information to members of Con-
gress and our Committees before we have to
make difficult voting decisions and funding
tradeoffs. There is growing support for H.R.
4670 among our Nation’s best science and
technology professionals. | submit the fol-
lowing letter of endorsement by several pro-
fessional societies for H.R. 4670:

OCTOBER 7, 2004.
Hon. RUSH HOLT,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.
Hon. AMO HOUGHTON,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR REPRESENTATIVES HOLT AND HOUGH-
TON: The following engineering professional
organizations are writing to express our sup-
port for your bipartisan bill, H.R. 4670, to es-
tablish a Center for Scientific and Technical
Assessment (CSTA).

America’s national security and economic
well-being demand that the United States re-
main the world’s leaders in advanced tech-
nology in the 21st century. However, techno-
logical development is advancing with un-
precedented speed and complexity in a truly
global environment and other countries, for
the first time in U.S. history, are now
threatening America’s scientific and techno-
logical preeminence. Members of Congress,
now more than ever, need to have access to
objective, timely, and sound science, engi-
neering and technology-related assessment
pertinent to legislation and the complex pol-
icy issues before them.

The sheer volume and complexity of the
technological data facing federal legislators
necessitate some mechanism for balanced,
non-partisan and technologically-informed
analysis provided in a judicious manner. A
Center for Scientific and Technical Assess-
ment as envisioned in H.R. 4670 would satisfy
these criteria by operating under the highly
respected Government Accountability Office
(GAO), being overseen by a bipartisan, bi-
cameral Technical Assessment Board (TAB)
consisting of Members of Congress and the
Comptroller General of the GAO, to provide
nonpartisan peer reviews of all CSTA re-
ports.

We are encouraged that this bill takes into
consideration the GAO’s successful technical
assessment pilot program as well as the GAO
study ‘‘Technology Assessment: Providing
Independent Assessments of Technologies,”
for guidance when crafting this legislation.
We feel that H.R. 4670, if passed, would pro-
vide a valuable service to members of the
House and Senate in making informed deci-
sions on the complex technological issues of
the times.

We look forward to working with you and
your staff in advancing this important legis-
lation.

Respectfully Submitted,

American Association of Engineering Soci-
eties (AAES).

American Society
(ASCE).

American Society of Heating, Refrig-
erating and Air-Conditioning Engineers
(ASHRAE).

American Society of Mechanical Engineers
(ASME).

of Civil Engineers
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